OPE 



and to give us Tome openings, Tome dawnings of liberty and 
fettlement. South’s Sermons. 

The opening of your glory was like that of light; you 
fhone to us from afar and dittlottd your firft beams on dif- 
taut nations. Dry den. 

O'pknly. adv. [from open.) 

1. Publickly; not fecretly ; in fight; not obfcurely. 

Their actions always fpoken of with great honour, are 
now called openly into queftion. Hooker, b. v. 

Prayers are faulty, not whenfoever they be openly made, 
but when hypocrify is the caufe of open praying. Hooker. 
Why fhould you have put me to deny 
This claim which now you wear fo openly. Shakefp. 3 

I knew the time, 

Now full, that I no more fhould live obfcure, 

But openly begin, as beft becomes 

The authority which I deriv’d from heav’n. Par. Reg. 
How grofly and openly do many of us contradift the plain 
precepts of the gofpel, by our ungodlinefs and worldly lufts. 

Tillotfon, Serin. 5. 

We exprefs our thanks by openly owning our parentage, 
and paying our common devotions to God on this day’s fo- 
lemnity. Atterbury’s Sermons. 

2. Plainly ; apparently ; evidently; without difguife. 

Darah 

Too openly does love and hatred fhow : 

A bounteous matter, but a deadly foe. Dryden. 

Cpenmou'thed. adj. [open and mouth.) Greedy; ravenous; 
clamorous; vociferous. 

Up comes a lion openmouthed toward the afs. L’EJlrange. 

G'penness. n. f [from open.) 

1. Plainnels; clearnefs ; freedom from obfcurity or ambiguity. 

Deliver with more opennefs your anfwers 
To my demands. Shakefp. Cynibeline. 

2. Plainnefs ; freedom from difguife. 

The noble opennefs and freedom of his reflexions, are ex- 
p retted in lively colours. Felton on the Clajficks. 

Thefe, letters all written in the opennefs of friendfhip, will 
prove what were my real fentiments. Pope’s Letters. 

OPERA, n. f [Italian.] 

An opera is a poetical tale or fi&ion, reprefented by vocal 
and inttrumental mufick, adorned with ttenes, machines, 
and dancing. Dryden s Pref. to Albion. 

O'perable. adj. [from operor, Latin.] To be done; prac¬ 
ticable. 

Being uncapable of operable circumftances, or rightly to 
judge the prudentiality of affairs, they only gaze upon the vi- 
ttble fuccefs, and thereafter condemn or cry up the whcffe 
progreflion. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, b. i. 

O'perant. adj. [ operant , French.] Active ; having power 
to produce any effect. A word not in ufe*. 

Earth, yield me roots ! 

Who feeks far better of thee, fauce his palate 

With thy mott operant poifon ! Shakefp. Pun. of Athens. 

I mutt leave thee, love, and fhortly too ; 

My operant powers their functions leave to do. Shakefp. 

To OfPER AXE; v. n. [operor , Latin ; operer , French.] 1 o 
a£t; to have agency ; to produce ettetSts. 

The virtues of private perfons operate but on a few ; their 
fphere of action is narrow, and their influence is confined to 

Atterbury’s Sermons. 

Bodies produce ideas in us, manifeftly by impulfe, the 
only way which we can conceive bodies operate in. Locke. 

It can operate on the guts and ftomach, and thereby pro¬ 
duce diftindl ideas. _ Locke. 

A plain convincing reafon operates on the mind, both of 
a learned and ignorant hearer as long as they live. Swift. 

Where caufes operate freely, with a liberty of indifference 
to this or the contrary, the effect will be contingent, and 
the certain know*ledge of it belongs only to God. TVatts. 
Operation, n.f [operatio , Lat . operation, French.] 

1. Agency ; production of effeCts ; influence. 

There are in men operations , fome natural, fome rational, 
fome fupernatural, fome politick, fome finally ecclefiaftical. 

Hooker. 


By all the operations of the orbs. 

From whom we do exift and ceafe to be. 

Here I difclaim all my paternal care. . Shakefp. Lear. 
All operations by tranfmiflion of fpirits and imagination, 
work at diftance and not at touch. Bacon s Nat. Hijl. 

Waller’s prefence had an extraordinary operation to procure 
any thing defired. Clarendon, b. viii. 

The tree whofe operation brings 
Knowledge of good and ill, fhun to tatte. Milt. P. Loft . 
If the operation of thefe falts be in convenient glaffes pro¬ 
moted by warmth, the attending fteams may eafily be caught 
and reduced into a penetrant fpirit. Boyle. 

The pain and ficknefs cauttd by manna, are the effects of 
its operation on the ftomach and guts by the feize, motion and 
figure of its inttnfible parts. Locke. 

.. Adion ; effeCt. 

Repentance and renovation confift not in the ftnfe, wan. 


or purpofe, but in the aftual operations of good life. Hamm. 
That falfe fruit 

Far other operation firft difplay’d, 

Carnal defire inflaming. Milton’s Par. Loft, b. i x 

Speculative painting, without the afliftance of manual- 'ope¬ 
ration, can never attain to perfedion, but flothfully languifhes; 
for it was not with his tongue that Apelles performed his 
noble works; Dryden’s Dujrefnby.. 

In this underftanding piece of clock-work, his body as 
well as other fenfelefs matter has colour, warmth andfoft- 
nefs. But thefe qualities are not fubfiftent in thofe bodies 
but are operations of fancy begotten in fomething elfe. Bentley. 

■ [In chirurgery.] The part of the art of healing which de¬ 
pends on the ufe of inftruments. 

4. The motions or employments of an army. 

Operative, adj. [from operate.) Having the power of act¬ 
ing ; having forcible agency. 

To be over curious in ttarching how God’s all-piercino- 
and operative fpirit diftinguifhing gave form to the matter of 
the univerfal, is a fearch like unto his, who not contented 
with a known ford, will prefume to pafs over the greateft 
rivers in all parts where he is ignorant of their depths. Ral. 

Many of the nobility endeavoured to make themfelves po¬ 
pular, by fpeaking in parliament againft thofe things which 
were moft grateful to his majefty; and he- thought a little 
dittountenance upon thofe perfons would fupprefs that fpirit 
within themfelves, or make the poifon of it lefs operative upon 
others. Clarendon. 

In actions of religion we fhould be zealous, aCtive and 
operative , fo far as prudence will permit. Taylor. 

This circumftance of the promife muft give life to all the 
reft, and make them operative toward the producing of good 
life. Decay of Piety. 

It holds in all operative principles, efpecially in morality; 
in which, not to proceed, is certainly to go backward. South. 
The will is the conclufion of an operative fyllogifm. Norr. 
Opera'tor. n.f. [operateur, Fr. from operate.) One that per¬ 
forms any ad of the hand ; one who produces any effeff. 

An imaginary operator opening the firft with a great deal 
of nicety, upon a curfory view appeared like the head of 
another. Addifon’s Spectator, N°. 275. 

To adminifter this dofe, there cannot be fewer than fifty 
thoufand operators, allowing one operator to every thirty. Swift. 
Opero / se. adj. [operofus, Latin.] Laborious; full of trouble 
and tedioufnefs. 

Such an explication is purely imaginary, and alfo very 
operofe, and would affect a great part of the univerfe; they 
would be as hard put to it to get rid of this water, when 
the deluge was to ceafe, as they were at firft to procure it. 

Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 
Written language, as it is more operous, fo it is more di- 
gefted, and is permanent. Holder. 

Ophio'phagous. adj. [ o<pi ? and (pdyco. ) Serpenteating. 
Notufed. 

All fnakes are not of fuch poifonous qualities as common 
opinion prefumeth ; as is confirmable from ophiophagous na¬ 
tions, and fuch as feed upon ferpents. Brown’s V. En. 

OphEtes. n.f. A ftone. 

Ophites has a dufky greenifh ground, with fpots of a lighter 
green, oblong, and ufually near fquare. IVoodw. on Fojf. 
Ophtha'lmick. adj. [ophtkalmique, Fr* from otpSecXpoos, Gr.] 
Relating to the eye. 

Ophthalmy. n.f. [ophthalmie, Fr. from Gr.] A 

difeafe of the eyes, being an inflammation in the coats, pro¬ 
ceeding from arterious blood gotten out of theveffels and col¬ 
lected into thofe parts. Diff* 

The ufe of cool applications, externally, is moft eafy to 
the eye; but after all, there will fometimes enfue a trouble- 
fome ophthalmy. Sharp’s Surgery. 

Opiate, n.f A medicine that caufes fleep. 

They chofe atheifm as an opiate, to ftill thofe frightning 
apprehenfions of hell, by inducing a dulnefs and lethargy ot 
mind, rather than to make ufe of that native and falutary 
medicine, a hearty repentance. Bentley’sSerm. 

O piate, adj. Soporiferous; fomniferous ; narcotick; caufmg 
fleep. 

The particular ingredients of thofe magical ointments, 
are opiate and foporiferous. For anointing of the forehea 
and back bone, is ufed for procuring dead fleeps. , E acotl ‘ 
All their fnape 

Spangled with eyes, more num'rous than thofe 
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drouze. 

Charm’d with Arcadian pipe, the paft’ral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. . Milton s Pen. LoJ. 

Lettuce, which has a milky juice with an anodyne or 
opiate quality refolvent of the bile, is P 


Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
O'pifice. n.f. [ofificium, Lat.] Workmanfliip; 

O'PIFICER. n.f. [opifex, Lat.] One that performs any work; 

artift. A word not received. ^ n 
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There is an infinite diftance betwixt the poor mortal artift, 
'ind the almighty opificer. Bentley’s Serm. 

O'p^nable. adj. [opinor, Lat.] Which may be thought. Dift. 

OpinVtion. n.f [opinor , Lat.] Opinion; notion. . Diet: 

Opina'TOR. n.f [ opinor , Lat.] One who holds an opinion. 

Confider againft what kind of opinators the reafon above 
given is levelled. # - Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

To OpEne. v. n. [ opinor , Latin.] To think 5 to judge; 1 to 
be of opinion. 

Fear is an ague, that forfakes 

And haunts by fits thofe whom it takes ; 

And they’ll opine they feel the pain 

And blows they felt to-day, again. Hudibras, p. i. 

In matters of mere fpeculatiorl, it is not much material to 
the welfare of government, or of themfelves, whether they 
otine right or wrong, and whether they be philofophers or no. 

J South's Serm: 

But I, who think more Highly of our kind, 

Opine, that nature, as in duty bound, 

Deep hid the lhining mifthief under ground. 

Opi'niaTIVE. adj. [from opinion.) 

! Stiff’ in a preconceived notion. 

2- Imagined; not proved. 

It "Is the more difficult to find out truth, becaufe it is in 
fuch inconfiderable proportions ttattered in a mafs of opinia- 
tlve uncertainties ; like the fiiver in Pliero’s crown of gold. 

Glanv. Scepf c. 9. 

Opinia'tor. n.f: [ opiniatre , French:]' One fond of his own 
notion; inflexible ; adherent to his own opinion. 

What will not opiniators and ttlf-believing men difpute of 
and make doubt of ? Raleigh. 

Eftex left lord Roberts govemour; a man of a four and 
furly nature, a great opiniator , and one who muft be over¬ 
come before he would believe that he Could be fo. Clarend. 

For all His exact plot, down was he caft from all his great- 
nefs, and forced to end his days in a mean condition ; as it 
is pity but all fuch politick Opiniators fhould. South’s Serm . 

OPFNTA'TRE. adj. [French.] Obftinate ; ftubborn. 

Inftead of an able man, you defire to have him an in- 
fignificant wrangler, opiniatre in difcourfe, and priding him- 
felf in contradicting others. Locke. 

Opinia'trety. 1 n.f. [opiniatrete, French.] Obftinacy; in- 

Opi'niatry. ) flexibility; determination of mind ; ftub- 
bornnefs. This word, though it has been tried in different 
forms, is not yet received, nor is it wanted. 

Left popular opiniattyQ lould arife, we will deliver the chief 
opinions; Brovjn s Vulgar Errours, b. vii. 

The one fets the thoughts upon v/it aiid falfe colours, and 
not upon truth ; the other teaches fallacy, wrangling and 
opiniatry. Locke s Education. 

So much as we ourfelves confider and comprehend of truth 
and reafon, fo much we poffefs of real and true knowledge. 
The floating of other men’s opinions in our brains, make us 
not one jot the more knowing,. though .they happen to be 
true : what in them was fcience, is in us but opiniatrety. 

Locke. 

I can pafs by opiniatry and the bufy meddling of thofe who 
thruft themfelves into every thing. IVoodw. Letters. 

I was extremely concerned at his opiniatrety in leaving me; 
but he fhall not get rid fo. Pope. 

OPINION, n. f. [opinion, Fr. opinto, Lat.] 

1. Peifwafion of the mind, without proof or certain knowledge. 

Opinion is a light, vain, crude and imperfect thing, fettled 
in the imagination, but never arriving at the underftanding, 
there to obtain the tinCture of reafon. Ben. JohnJon. 

Opinion is, when the affent of the underftanding is fo far 
gained by evidence of probability, that it rather inclines to 
one periwafion than to another, yet not altogether without 
a mixture of incertainty or doubting. Hale. 

Stiff in opinion , ever in the wrong. Dryden. 

Bleft be the princes who have fought 

For pompous names, or wide dominion. 

Since by their error we are taught, 

That happinefs is but opinion. Prior. 

2 . Sentiments ; judgment; notion. 

Can they make it out againft the common fenfe and opinion 
of all mankind, that there is no fuch thing as a future ftate 
ot mifery for fuch as have lived ill here. South. 

Charity itfelf commands us, whare we know no ill, to 
think well of all ; but friendlhip, that always goes a pitch 
higher, gives a man a peculiar right and claim to the good 
opinion of his friend. South’s Sermons. 

^A/e may allow this to be his opinion concerning heirs, that 
where there are divers children the eldeft ton h”s the no-fit to 

be pi e ', r V - . Lecke. 

i hilofophers are of otnnion , that infinite fpace is pcfieilcd- 
by God’s infinite omniprefence. * Locke . 

I fhall conclude my paper with a ftory out of Boccalini, 
which fufficiently ftiews us the opinion that judicious author 
entertained of the fort of critics I have been here mentioning. 

Addifon’s Spectator, N°. 291. 


G 


1. Favourable judgment. . ...... r 

In ' actions of arms (mail matters are of great moment, 
efpecially when they ferve to raife an opinion of commander^. 

r J Hayward ; 

Howfoever I have no opinion of thofe things; yet fo much. 
I conceive to be true, that ftrong imagination hath more: 
force upon things living, than things merely inanimate. Bacon. 

To OpEnion. v. a. [from the noun.] To opine; to think. 
A word out of ufe, and unworthy of revival. f . 

The ftoicks opinioned the fouls of wife men dwell about the 
moon, and thofe fools wandered about the earth : whereas 
the Epicureans held that death was nothing, nor after death. 

Brozim’s V. Err T 

That the foul and the angels are devoid of quantity and 
dimenfion, is generally opinioned. Glanv. Scepf. e. xiiu 

It is opinioned, that the earth refts as the world’s centre, 
while the heavens are the fubjedt of the univerfal motions. 

Glanv. Scepf c. xi- 

OpEnionatiVe. adj. [from opinion.) Fond of preconceived 
notions ; ftubborn. 

Striking at the root of pedantry and opimonatwe affttrance^ 
would be- no hindrance to the world’s improvement. Glanv. 

One would rather chufe a reader without art, than one 
ill inftrudted with learning, but opinionative and without judg¬ 
ment. Burnet's Theory of the Earth ; 

OpEnionativel y. adv. [from opinionative.) Stubbornly. 

Opi'nionativeness. n.f [from opinionative.) Obftinacy. 

Opi'nionist. n.f [opinionifle, Fr. from opinion.) One fond of 
his own notions. 

Every conceited opinionift fets up an infallible chair in his 
own brain. Glanv. to Albius. 

OpEparou s. adj. [opiparus, Lat.] Sumptuous. Dift. 

Opitula'tion. n.J. [opitulatio, Lat.] An aiding; a help¬ 


ing. 


Dia. 


O'pium: n.f A juice, partly of the refmous, partly of the 
gummy kind. It is brought to us in flat cakes or inaffes^ 
ufually of a roundilh figure,- very heavy and of a denfe tex¬ 
ture, not perfe&ly dry : its colour is a dark brownifh yellow; 
its fmell is very unpleafant, of a dead faint kind ; and its 
tafte very bitter and very acrid. It is brought from Natolia, 
from Egypt, and from the Eaft-Indies, where it is produced 
from the white garden poppy j & plant of which every part 
is full of a milky juice, and with which the fifelds oi AHa- 
Minot are in many placesTown as ours are with corn. When 
the heads grow to maturity, but are yet foft, green and full 
of juice, incifions are made in them, and from every one of 
thefe a few drops flow of a.milky juice, which foon hardens 
into a folid cdnfiftence. Thefe drops are gathered with great! 
care, and the fineft opium proceeds from the firft incifions. 
In the countries where opium is produced, multitude:, are em¬ 
ployed in preparing it with water, honey and fpicesj and 
working it up into cakes ; but what we generally have is the 
mere crude juice, or at moft worked up with water, ora 
. ffnall quantity of honey Efficient to bring it into form. The 
ancients were greatly divided about the virtues and ufe of. 
opium ; fome calling it a poifon, and others the greateft of 
all medicines. At prefent it is in high efteem, and exter¬ 
nally applied it is emollient, relaxing and dittutlent, and 
greatly promotes ftippuratlon; A moderate dofe of opium 
taken internally, is generally under a grain, yet cuftom will 
make people bear a dram as a'moderate dofe; but in that 
cafe nature is vitiated. Its firft effedt is the making the pa¬ 
tient cheerful, as if he had drank moderately of wine ; it 
removes melancholy, excites boldnefs, and diftipates the 
dread of danger ; and for this reafon the Turks always take 
it when they are going to battle in a larger dofe than ordi¬ 
nary ; it afterward quiets the fpirits, eatts pain, and difpofes 
to fleep. After the effedf of a dofe of opium is over, the 
pain generally returns in a more violent manner; the fpirits, 
which had been elevated by it, become lower than before, 
and the pulfe languid. An immoderate dofe of opium brings 
on a fort of drunjeennefs, cheerfulnefs and loud laughter, at 
firft, and, after many terrible.fymptoms, death itfelf. Thofe 
who have accuftomed themfelves to an immoderate ufe of 
opium, are fiibje<R to relaxatibns and weakneftes of all the 
parts of the body ; they are apt to be faint, idle and thought- 
lefs, and are generally in a ftupid and uncomfortable ftate, 
except juft after they have taken a frefh dofe : they lofe their 
appetite, and in fine grow old before their time. Hill. 

Sleep hath forfook and giv’n me o’er 

To death’s benumbing opium as my orily cure. Milton. 

The colour and tafte of opium are, as well as its foporific 
or anodyne virtues, mere powers depending on its primary 
qualities, whereby it is fitted to produce different operations 
on different parts of our bodies. Locke 

O'ple-tree. n.f [ople and tree.) A fort of tree. A inf 

OPOBA-LSAMUM. n.f [Latin.] Balm of Gilead. J 
OPOPONAX. n. f. [Latin.] A gum refin of a tolerably firm 
texture, in fmall loofe granules, and fometimes in large mattes; 
which are impure. It is of a ftrong difagreeable fmell, and 
an acrid and extremely bitter tafte. It is brought to us from 
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